New concepts in the treatment of brain tumors in very young children.
The treatment of brain tumors in infants (children <3 years of age) in the last 15-20 years has been a special field of interest for clinical investigation and research, since infants affected by brain tumors are an ideal experimental group of patients. New treatment strategies (conventional, myeloablative and intraventricular chemotherapy) have been tested on these patients in an effort to avoid or delay conventional irradiation. The amazing amount of knowledge that has been acquired from neuropathological and biological studies, as well as from the first generation treatment baby protocols, which were designed between 1985 and 2000, is now leading to a new approach whereby treatment strategies are tailored to the patient's clinicopathological features.